The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
7 August AD 2016
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist

(The Rev.) Randy Lord-Wilkinson, Rector
The Rev. Javier García Ocampo, Assistant to the Rector
Jerrold Tidwell, Minister of Music

Welcome to Ascension!
For more information about our community, fill out a welcome card, found at either end of the pews,
or take one of our welcome packets from the welcome table in the Narthex.
A nursery for children up through age three is available all morning in the Main Building, Room 2.
Please silence your audible devices.
Beginning ten minutes before the service, please help us create a contemplative space
by refraining from cell phone use or loud conversation.
Within the service, the people read the parts in bold print.

The Episcopal Church of the Ascension
Gaithersburg, Maryland

The Entrance Rite
Opening Voluntary
Rhosymedre (prelude on a Welsh hymn tune)

Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

Introit

Sung by the choir.

During the summer the choral music is determined on the day of the service.
The people stand for the hymn and remain standing through the Collect of the Day.
Hymn in Procession
The God of Abraham praise

Sung by all.
Leoni
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Opening Acclamation
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.
The Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest

Sung by all.
Robert Powell
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The Collect of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, that we, who
cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to your will; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The people sit.

The Word of God
Genesis 15:1-6

The First Reading
Reader

A reading from Genesis.

The word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your
reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no
offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word of the LORD came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he
said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And he believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to
him as righteousness.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. 

4

Psalm 33:12-22

Exultate, justi

Read responsively by the first reader and the people.
Happy is the nation whose God is the LORD!
happy the people he has chosen to be his own!
The LORD looks down from heaven,
and beholds all the people in the world.
From where he sits enthroned he turns his gaze
on all who dwell on the earth.
He fashions all the hearts of them
and understands all their works.
There is no king that can be saved by a mighty army;
a strong man is not delivered by his great strength.
The horse is a vain hope for deliverance;
for all its strength it cannot save.
Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon those who fear him,
on those who wait upon his love,
To pluck their lives from death,
and to feed them in time of famine.
Our soul waits for the LORD;
he is our help and our shield.
Indeed, our heart rejoices in him,
for in his holy Name we put our trust.
Let your loving-kindness, O LORD, be upon us,
as we have put our trust in you.
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

The Second Reading
Reader

A reading from Hebrews.

Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by faith our
ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of
God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham obeyed when he
was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing
where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign
land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. For he
looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he
received power of procreation, even though he was too old – and Sarah herself was barren – because he
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead,
descendants were born, “as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the
seashore.” All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people who
speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land
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that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better
country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has
prepared a city for them.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God. 
The people stand for the hymn and remain standing for the Gospel.
Hymn at the Sequence
Lead us, O Father, in the paths of peace

Sung by all.
Song 22
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Luke 12:32-40

The Gospel
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also. Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those
who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door
for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he
comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve
them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those
slaves. But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he
would not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at
an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher.
(The Rev.) Randy Lord-Wilkinson

Sermon

The people stand and remain standing through the Prayers of the People.
The Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and
glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Form III

The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church;
That we all may be one.
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons, especially Michael our Presiding Bishop, Mariann our
Bishop, and Randy and Javier, our clergy;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;
That they may be delivered from their distress.
Give to the departed eternal rest;
Let light perpetual shine upon them.
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. You may add your own prayers at this time silently
or aloud.
The People may add their own petitions
We pray for comfort, healing, courage and hope for Helen Clark, Joseph Ellis, George Johnson, Homé
Reitwiesner, Maria Estela Rodriguez, Peg Ruppel, Lea Ann Sampson, Nancy Snee, Janet Spencer, Lou
Spencer, Fran Spina, and all those who, in this transitory life, are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or
any other adversity.
We pray for peace in the world and all who are serving our country here and abroad, especially those
in harm’s way, and their families.
Equip us and empower us to be witnesses to your love – as advocates and as servants, as ministers of
welcome and of hope for refugees and all affected by natural disasters, violence, and war.
We pray for all special intentions, and those on our extended Healing Prayer List.
We give thanks for the life of Sarah Gooding, who died on July 29.
Priest
O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with
compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls, and to
you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
Leader
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
All kneel. Silence may be kept.
Leader and People
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
The Priest alone stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.
The people stand.
The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord and are then seated.
Announcements
Anthem at the Offertory

Sung by the choir.

The people stand.
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Hymn at the Presentation
This is the hour of banquet and of song

Sung by all.
Canticum refectionis

The Holy Communion

It is

right

to

give our thanks

and praise.

Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who on the first day of the week overcame death and the grave, and
by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
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heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
Sanctus and Benedictus Qui Venit
Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus

Sung by all.
Robert Powell

The people kneel or stand.
Celebrant
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father
of all.
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my
Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
The Celebrant continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving.
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Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy
Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your
saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.
A period of silence is kept.
Fraction Anthem
Lamb of God: Agnus Dei

Sung by all.
Robert Powell

Celebrant
The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died and lives in you,
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
The people sit.
Administration of the Sacrament: All are welcome to the Lord’s Table at Ascension. To receive
communion, come to the communion station at the direction of the Welcome Team. Receive the bread
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in the palm of your hand. Eat the bread and then drink from the cup when it is offered to you, or you
may hold the bread and dip it into the wine when the cup is offered to you.
Gluten-free wafers are also available. Make your need known to the Clergy by holding up three fingers.
If you wish to receive a blessing rather than receive communion, please join in the movement to the
communion station and cross your arms over the front of your chest – this will alert the Clergy of your
desire to be blessed.
If you need communion brought to you please let a member of the Welcome Team know.
Healing Prayers: If you would like to receive the laying on of hands for healing for yourself or another,
go to the prayer annex beside the pulpit after receiving communion. A healing minister will be there to
pray with you.
Anthem at the Communion

Sung by the choir.

Prayer after Communion
The people kneel.
Let us pray.
Almighty and everliving God,
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food
of the most precious Body and Blood
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries
that we are living members of the Body of your Son,
and heirs of your eternal kingdom.
And now, Father, send us out
to do the work you have given us to do,
to love and serve you
as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
Choral Benediction

Sung by the choir.

The Blessing
Life is short, and we do not have too much time
to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us.
So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind.
And may the blessing of the one who made us,
who journeys with us, who breathes us into life moment by moment,
 Creator, Christ, and Holy Spirit, be upon you this day and always. Amen.
The people stand.
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Hymn in Procession
How firm a foundation

Sung by all.
Foundation

Dismissal
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Closing Voluntary
Praeludium in d minor

Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

PERMISSIONS
The God of Abraham praise. Words: Thomas Olivers (1725–1799), alt. Music: Leoni, Hebrew melody; harm. Hymns Ancient and
Modern, 1875, alt. Public Domain. Canticle 20, Glory to God: Gloria in excelsis; The Holy Eucharist II, Holy, holy, holy Lord: Sanctus; and Fraction Anthem:
Lamb of God: Agnus Dei. Music: Robert Powell (1932- ). Copyright © Church Publishing, Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715039. Lead us, O Father, in
the paths of peace. Words: William Henry Burleigh (1812-1871), alt. Music: Song 22, melody and bass Orlando Gibbons (1583-1625). Public Domain. This is the
hour of banquet and of song. Words: Horatius Bonar (1808-1889), alt. Public Domain. Music: Canticum refectionis, David McKinley Williams (1887-1978).
Copyright © The Church Pension Fund. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715039. Lift up your hearts: Sursum Corda, service music from The Hymnal 1982
copyright © 1985 Church Publishing Inc. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715039. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord. Words: K. in John Rippon’s
Selection, 1787, alt. Public Domain. Music: Foundation, melody from The Sacred Harp, 1844; harm. Calvin Hampton (1938–1984). Harmonization copyright ©
1984, Calvin Hampton. Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-715039. The Holy Eucharist: Rite II is from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © 1979 Church
Publishing, Inc. Scripture readings are from the New Revised Standard Version of The Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National
Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Worship Leaders
Today

Next Sunday

11:15 am
5:00 pm

Enid Cole
Christian Simpson
Barbara Mansfield
Kendall Anderson
Dora Kreitzer

Leslie Sanya
Carleton MacDonald
Suzyn Gonzalez
Peedy Terry
Christine Yankus-Eng

Prayers

7:45 am
9:00 am

Enid Cole
Susan McLaughlin

Leslie Sanya
Gordon Donnelly

Chalicists

7:45 am

Wadai Dennis
Enid Cole
Jerry Pfadenhauer
Sari Stoddard
Rimie Sicard
Kirk Fitch
Dora Kreitzer

Sharon Hayden
Leslie Sanya
Sue Snay
Swithin Kwamena-Poh
Anika Lalmansingh
Christian Nwankwo
Christine Yankus-Eng

Meredith Horan
Paul Whitmore
Laura Shay

Janet King
Major Clemens
Alex Langley

Ron Hayden
Aidan Douglas
Kofi Dickson
Lisa Dickson
Kofi Kwamena-Poh

Raymon Chin
Aidan Douglas
Nuelle Johnson
Manny Johnson
Msangwa Ogada

Don Cohn
Jean Cohn
Nii Armah Akuete
Ruby King
Charles Dickson
Sciou Broderick
Peedy Terry
Emmanuel Nwankwo

Meredith Horan
Enid Cole
Swithin Kwamena-Poh
Kevin Blanc
Algernon Thomas
Avin Lalmansingh
Karl Didavi
Clark Didavi

Eliane Dunn-Johnson
Alice Padmore

Esther Sawyer
Adoma Baffoe

Enid Cole
Mardia Dennis
Sarah Gallagher
Kristen FitzPatrick

Leslie Sanya
Wadai Dennis
Ophelia Yalley-Ogunro
Joyce Bvume

Laura Shay

Anika Lalmansingh
Avin Lalmansinsgh

Altar Guild Unscheduled Services

7:45 am Team

9:00 am Team

Eucharistic Visitor

Meredith Horan
Barb Mansfield

Pamella Irons-Forth

Readers

7:45 am
9:00 am

9:00 am
11:15 am
5:00 pm
Healing Prayer Ministers

Acolytes

7:45 am
9:00 am
11:15 am
7:45 am
9:00 am

Welcome Team

7:45 am
9:00 am

11:15 am

Flower Delivery

Altar Guild

7:45 am
9:00 am

11:15 am
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Leadership at Ascension
Clergy
The Rev. Randy Lord-Wilkinson, Rector
The Rev. Javier García Ocampo, Spanish Language Missioner
Musicians
Jerrold Tidwell, Minister of Music
Howard Hanson, Musician, Service for Families with Small Children at 10:15 a.m.
Samuel Munguia, Musician, Spanish Language Service at 11:00 a.m.
Eric O’Loughlin, Musician, 5:00 p.m. Service
Wardens
Betsy Hasegawa, Senior Warden
Janet King, Junior Warden
Vestry
2017: Denise Lionetti, Najma Stubblefield, Paul Whitmore
2018: Avin Lalmansingh, Gary McLaughlin, Maria Estela Rodriguez
2019: Rose Buck, Zadinga Ogada, John Pruessner
Sari Stoddard, Clerk of the Vestry
Howard Holland, Treasurer
Mission Area Leaders
Zadinga Ogada, Christian Formation for Children
Angie Hight-Walker, Christian Formation for Youth
Ted Bedell, Facilities
Howard Holland, Finance
Paul Boynton, Outreach
Randy Lord-Wilkinson, Pastoral Care
Jean Cohn, Personnel
Carleton MacDonald, Worship
Delegates to Diocesan Convention
Kristen Keating, Carleton MacDonald, Sue Snay
Alternate: Mardia Dennis
Staff
Kathy Van Arnum, Office Coordinator
Carol Bruno, Communications
name, Nursery Director
Betty LaVern, Sexton

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION
205 SOUTH SUMMIT AVENUE
GAITHERSBURG, MARYLAND 20877-2315
PHONE: 301.948.0122 – FAX: 301.926.9012
ECA@ASCENSIONMD.ORG
WWW.ASCENSIONMD.ORG

